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NEW MONSOON: QUICK FACTS

San Francisco Jamband New Monsoon blends free-flying rock with acoustic stylings, tight vocal harmonies,
and lyrical songcraft.

Bo Carper: Banjo, Acoustic Guitar, Vocals
Phil Ferlino: Keyboards, Vocals

Marshall Harrell: Electric Bass

Sean Hutchinson: Drums

Jeff Miller: Guitar, Vocals

New Monsoon has performed over 900 concerts at major music festivals and venues across North America
including High Sierra. Mountain Jam, Bonnaroo, Oregon Country Fair, the Austin City Limits Festival,
Magnolia Festival, Red Rocks Amphitheater, Jam Cruise and The Fillmore.

Fully equipped band with Sound Engineer. Lighting designer available upon request.
Mailing list of 7500 fans subscribed to monthly newsletter.
Active National Street Team.

Facebook and Myspace fan base of 11,000.
Featured on both Sirius and XM Satellite Radio.
Jammy Award nomination for their 2005 live CD, Live at the Telluride Bluegrass Festival.

Toured with: Tea Leaf Green, ALO, Hot Buttered Rum, String Cheese Incident, Michael Franti and Spearhead,
Keller Williams, Umphreys McGee and Yonder Mountain String Band.

Their new album, aptly titled New Monsoon Live, was recorded during an epic 3 night run in Texas last
September. New Monsoon Live, a 2-CD set, captures the band reaching one of their highest emotional, technical,
and musical peaks.

“They have a collective power that comes off as a real unified force on stage..It’s not just a band, you know? It’s
something transcendental”
-Michael Shrieve (producer, original Santana drummer)

“New Monsoon is built on the pillars of the 60’s SF scene-a healthy dose of improvisation, a psychedelic character
and a broad stylistic reach-without expressly emulating anyone”
- Dennis Cook, Relix Magazine

“New Monsoon Live is defined by its powerful melodic sense and commitment to the spirit of the songs. The jam or
solo always serves the song, not the other way around. There is no aimless noodling to be found here, no wasted notes.”
-Rob Johnson, Hittin’ The Note
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NEW MONSOON LIVE

San Francisco Jamband New Monsoon blends free-flying rock with acoustic stylings,
tight vocal harmonies, and lyrical songcraft.

New Monsoon has performed over 900 concerts at major music festivals and venues across North America
including HighxSierra, Mountain Jam, Bonnaroo, Austin City Limits Festival, Red Rocks, and The Fillmore.
Toured with: Tea Leaf Green, ALO, Hot Buttered Rum, String Cheese Incident, Michael Franti and Spearhead,
Keller Williams, Umphreys McGee and Yonder Mountain String Band.

The new album, aptly titled New Monsoon Live, was recorded during an epic 3 night run in Texas last September.
Featuring the powerhouse current line-up of drummer Sean Hutchinson, bassist Marshall Harrell and founding
members Bo Carper, Jeff Miller and Phil Ferlino, New Monsoon Live captures the band reaching one of their
highest emotional, technical, and musical peaks.

Building upon their most successful studio album to date, New Monsoon V, this live two-CD set is the band’s
first official release from the current 5-piece line-up, and their first live album since 2004. Listen to it and
you will see why so many fans are touting this grouping as the ultimate Monsoon to date, and this album the
ultimate live Monsoon recording.

“New Monsoon Live is defined by its powerful melodic sense and commitment to the spirit of the songs. The jam
or solo always serves the song, not the other way around. There is no aimless noodling to be found here, no wasted
notes.” -Rob Johnson, Hittin’ The Note

CD ONE: 1. The Other Side 2. Naked Truth 3. Greenhouse* 4. Sweet Brandywine 5. Cross 6. Shapeshifter
7. Modus Operandi 8. Freedom 9. Keep on Pushin’ 10. Rattlesnake Ride

CD TWO: 1. Southern Dew 2. Alaska 3. Copper Mine 4. En Fuego 5. Stagger Lee 6. Country Interlude

*Greenhouse Featured on both Sirius and XM Satellite Radio
Jammy Award nomination for their 2005 live CD, Live at the Telluride Bluegrass FestivalFor more information,

promo requests, or to set up an interview, please contact: Gary Hartman: management@newmonsoon.com
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NEW MONSOON: BIO

New Monsoon represents the best of the San Francisco jam scene. Formed during the EI Nino rains of Northern California
in the late 90's, this band has distilled their original sound with top-flight musicianship, tireless live performing and a
thoroughly open-minded musical perspective. NM'’s unique style blends free-flying rock with acoustic stylings, tight
vocal harmonies and lyrical songcraft. With a fearless pioneering spirit, they've become one of the most cutting edge
bands on the scene today.

“New Monsoon was formed around Bo Carper’s acoustic finger-style picking and the sharp, driving leads of electric
guitarist Jeff Miller. The interplay of warm acoustic tones and charged electric bite-born from a shared love of Led
Zeppelin I11-has remained at the heart of its sound through various line-up changes, now a streamlined quintet with
Phil Ferlino (keyboards), Marshall Harrell (bass) and Sean Hutchinson (drums). New Monsoon is built on the pillars
of the 60’s SF scene-a healthy dose of improvisation, a psychedelic character and a broad stylistic reach-without expressly
emulating anyone” - Dennis Cook, Relix Magazine

“They have a collective power that comes off as a real unified force on stage..It’s not just a band, you know? It's something
transcendental” -Michael Shrieve

New Monsoon has shared the stage with heavyweight guests Mike Stern (Miles Davis), the late, great Martin Fierro
(Zero, Legion of Mary), Steve Kimock, and Tim Carbone (Railroad Earth), to name a few.They've toured with String
Cheese Incident, Michael Franti and Spearhead, Umphrey’s McGee (Big Summer Classic Tour), supported Moe, The
Wailers, etc and are a featured headliner in venues such as the Fillmore (SF), Gothic Theater (Denver), and Warehouse
Live (Houston). They are also a perennial favorite of the festival circuit including marquee festivals like Bonnaroo,
Wakarusa, Langerado, High Sierra, Telluride Bluegrass, Austin City Limits and many others.

The band’s quality associations continue with their recorded output. 2007’s “V” was produced by longtime Grateful
Dead sound engineer John Cutler, and 2005's “The Sound” was helmed by original Santana percussionist Michael Shrieve
and Paul Kimble (Grant Lee Buffalo, Luna).

“Fluid flights emerge from many of the album’s (New Monsoon V) best tracks-vivid songwriting fuseed with reemerging
themes of search and discovery-they hang humbly from well-fortified compositions.” -Jamie Lee, Relix Magazine

“This diverse cast of coconspirators speaks to the range and simmering possibilities within New Monsoon’s framework,
a creative space that embraces instrumentals as well as dead solid songcraft. They are comfortable with complex, genre-
scuttling wordless fare that blends World music with heavy metal and Nashville pickin’ but is equally at home with road
tales that drag us to “Alaska” or up “On The Sun” with words that echo the encompassing good will and philosophy of
Robert Hunter and Jerry Garcia.” -Dennis Cook

Their new album, aptly titled “New Monsoon Live,” was recorded during an epic 3 night run in Texas last September.
Building upon their most successful studio album to date, “New Monsoon V,” this live two-CD set is the band’s first
official release from the current 5-piece line-up, and their first live album since 2004. New Monsoon Live captures the
band reaching one of their highest emotional, technical, and musical peaks.

“New Monsoon Live is defined by its powerful melodic sense and commitment to the spirit of the songs. The jam or solo
always serves the song, not the other way around. There is no aimless noodling to be found here, no wasted notes.” -
Rob Johnson, Hittin’ the Note

NEW MONSOON, LLC 2020 UNION ST. SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94123
PH: (713) 204-6006 WWW.NEWMONSOON.COM



NEW MONSOON: GIGS

Selected Highlights from over 900
New Monsoon Concerts:

2001

New George’s San Rafael, CA

Last Day Saloon San Francisco, CA
Ashkenaz Berkeley, CA

Sweetwater Saloon Mill Valley, CA
Tongue & Groove San Francisco, CA
The Catalyst Santa Cruz, CA

Paradise Lounge San Francisco, CA
Connecticut Yankee San Francisco, CA
7th Note Showclub San Francisco, CA
Starry Plough Berkeley, CA

Voodoo Lounge San Francisco, CA
High Sierra Music Festival Quincy, CA
Boom Boom Room San Francisco, CA
Washington Square Park San Francisco, CA
Justin Herman Plaza San Francisco, CA

2002

Alpine Meadows Ski Lodge Olympic Valley, CA
Boom Boom Room San Francisco, CA

Alpine Meadows Ski Lodge Olympic Valley, CA
Last Day Saloon San Francisco, CA

Slim’s San Francisco, CA

Sweetwater Saloon Mill Valley, CA

High Sierra Music Festival Quincy, CA

Marin Center Lagoon Park San Rafael, CA
Friedman Center Santa Rosa, CA

Boom Boom Room San Francisco, CA

SOhO Music Club Santa Barbara, CA
Winston’s San Diego, CA

SLO Brewing Company San Luis Obispo, CA
Velvet Lounge San Francisco, CA

Mpystic Theatre Petaluma, CA

2003

Quixote’s True Blue Denver, CO
Cervantes’ Masterpiece Denver, CO
Fox Theatre Boulder, CO

Double Diamond Aspen, CO

The Rainbow Seattle, WA

Last Concert Cafe Houston, TX
Buskers Pittsburgh, PA

Aggie Theatre Fort Collins, CO

High Sierra Music Festival Quincy, CA
Red Rocks Amphitheatre Morrison, CO
Tipitina’s Uptown New Orleans, LA
Mogollon Brewing Company Flagstaff, AZ
Galaxy Concert Theatre Santa Ana, CA
Avalon Ballroom San Francisco, CA
Cervantes’ Masterpiece Denver, CO

2004

Jam Cruise 2 Fort Lauderdale, FL

Summer Camp: 3 Sisters Park Chillicothe, IL
Bonnaroo Music Festival Manchester, TN
Telluride Bluegrass Festival Telluride, CO
Great American Music Hall San Francisco, CA
10,000 Lakes Festival Detroit Lakes, MN
Oregon Country Fair Eugene, OR

Floyd Fest Floyd, VA

Tribeca Rock Club New York, NY

Austin City Limits Music Festival Austin, TX
Earthdance Laytonville, CA

House of Blues West Hollywood, CA

The Rock Boat Cruise Miami , FL
MagnoliaFest Live Oak, FL

The Fillmore San Francisco, CA

2005

Langerado Music Festival Miami, FL

Old Settler’s Festival Austin, TX

Willamette Valley Folk Festival Eugene, OR
Summer Camp: 3 Sisters Park Chillicothe, IL
Wakarusa - Mulberry Mountain Ozark, AR
High Sierra Music Festival Quincy, CA

Red Rocks Amphitheatre Morrison, CO
GMC Stadium Sauget, 1L

Blossom Music Center Cuyahoga Falls, OH
Prospect Park Bandshell Brooklyn, NY
Comcast Center (Great Woods) Mansfield, MA
Earthdance Laytonville, CA

The Knitting Factory New York, NY
MagnoliaFest Live Oak, FL

The Fillmore San Francisco, CA

2006

JamCruise 4 Fort Lauderdale, FL

The Fillmore San Francisco, CA

Mystic Theatre Petaluma, CA

Granada Theater Dallas, TX

Old Settler’s Festival Austin, TX

Eagle Island Experience Festival Boise, ID
Joshua Tree Music Festival Joshua Tree, CA
The Big Wu Family Reunion Geneva, MN
Wakarusa - Mulberry Mountain Ozark, AR
Harmony Festival Santa Rosa, CA

NedFest Music & Arts Festival Nederland, CO
Speedway Meadows San Francisco, CA
Austin City Limits Music Festival Austin, TX
The Warfield San Francisco, CA

House of Blues San Diego, CA

2007

Ski Jam Steamboat Springs, CO

The Fillmore San Francisco, CA

The Warfield San Francisco, CA

Old Settler’s Festival Austin, TX
Mountain Jam Hunter Mountain, NY
Harmony Festival Santa Rosa, CA
Wakarusa Mulberry Mountain Ozark, AR
All Good Festival Masontown, WV
Telluride Mountain Village Telluride, CO
Harmony Park Clarks Grove, MN
Earthdance Laytonville, CA

Mulberry Mountain Festival Ozark, AR
Orpheum Theater Flagstaff, AZ
MagnoliaFest Live Oak, FL

Las Tortugas Groveland, CA

2008

Jam Cruise Fort Lauderdale, FL

The Fillmore San Francisco, CA

Mystic Theatre Petaluma, CA

North by Northwest Philadelphia, PA
Mercury Lounge New York, NY

Desert Rocks Music Festival Moab, UT
Great American Music Hall San Francisco, CA
Novato Art and Wine Festival Novato, CA
Lazy River Festival South Elgin, 1L

High Sierra Music Festival Quincy, CA
Floyd Fest Floyd, VA

North Beach Jazz Festival San Francisco, CA
NedFest Music Festival Nederland, CO
Mulberry Mountain Festival Ozark, AR
Warehouse Live Houston, TX

2009

Columbia City Theater Seattle, WA

The Independent San Francisco, CA

Old Settlers Music Festival Driftwood, TX
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NEW MONSOON: ALBUM REVIEW

New Monsoon Live Review by Rob Johnson from Hittin’ the Note

After a transitional period marked by lineup changes, the band emphasizes the “New” in New Monsoon on this effort, eschewing
a retread of their “greatest hits” in favor of a record that points to the future more than it dwells on the past. Their last studio release,
New Monsoon V, is well-represented with five songs, but their previous albums aren’t dipped into heavily. Since this is the band’s
first official recording with new drummer Sean Hutchinson and bassist Marshall Harrell, it seems that this is where they choose to
mark the beginning of New Monsoon 3.0.

The “new guys” in the band acquit themselves well here, with Harrell and Hutchinson forming an airtight rhythm section that is
constantly moving the music forward. They are unfazed by the complex rhythms and fast tempos and sound as if they have been
playing this music all their lives, and they contribute heavily to the sound and style of the newer material. Hutchinson is a very crisp,
tight drummer and keeps the grooves focused, while Harrell has a massive bottom end and holds down the low spectrum like a
champ. It’s worth mentioning that this record is mixed well and sounds fantastic.

After years of being played on the road, the material from V has blossomed in the live setting, as songs often do. “The Other Side”
and “Rattlesnake Ride” have both grown and matured into blockbuster jams that overshadow the studio versions like redwoods
dwarfing the underbrush. Guitarist Jeff Miller’s solo on “Other Side” will melt your brain, exploding with energy, chops and passion,
and keyboardist Phil Ferlino gets to explore some interesting textures in “Rattlesnake.”

Of the new songs, “Cross” and “Naked Truth” are two standouts, featuring thoughtful lyrics, strong vocals and interesting musical
structure. There is a refreshing completeness to New Monsoon’s songwriting, a sense that these songs have had a lot of time and
thought put into them. Other bands in the jam scene would do well to emulate the thoughtful sense of arrangement that New
Monsoon brings to their material.

Another of the band’s strengths has always been their ability to write great instrumentals, and “Modus Operandi” is yet another
example. This tune has it all - a churning groove that reminds you of the rhythm of the road, sweet guitar harmony lines between
Miller and Bo Carper, and a breathtaking organ-driven chord progression in the bridge that climbs to the sky. “En Fuego” is another
instrumental that makes its first official appearance here, although it has been in New Monsoon’s live rotation for years. Check out
Carper’s light-fingered banjo picking on this number, and stand in awe as Miller vaporizes his strings during his final solo.

Of course, if you want to hear red-hot versions of New Monsoon classics, this expansive double-disc set has got that too. Particularly
impressive is powerful version of “Country Interlude” on Disc 2. One of the best songs in their deep catalog, it flows organically as
if created by some force of nature, and taps into something greater than just five guys on stage. The lush beauty of this song reveals
just how tuneless a lot of contemporary music is these days. Carper’s acoustic picking on “Interlude” is one of his finest moments,
and Miller is hittin’ the note during the ferocious climax.

To the extent that this well-balanced ensemble has a frontman, it would be Jeff Miller, and he rises to the occasion over and over
again on this record. You can hear lots of influences in his music, a Jerry Garcia lick here, a Santana nod there, and there is no
mistaking the Dickey Betts flavor on some songs. (check out the clever “Jessica” tease that Miller weaves into the appropriately
Allman-ish “Southern Dew™) However, he never sounds like a derivative copycat, just somebody who has done his homework and
studied his craft. His singing tone and lickety-split chops put him at the very top of electric guitarists working today.

In the end, New Monsoon Live is defined by its powerful melodic sense and commitment to the spirit of the songs. The jam or
solo always serves the song, not the other way around. There is no aimless noodling to be found here, no wasted notes. A friend
described the band’s sound as “a tighter Grateful Dead,” and that is a good thing to sound like.

This music is healing medicine for the soul. Take by ear at least once a day, and repeat as necessary.

Rob Johnson - Hittin' the Note
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NEW MONSOON: DISCOGRAPHY
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downstream, 2003

LIVE AT THE TELLURIDE BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL

Live at the Telluride Bluegrass
Festival, 2004

“New Monsoon's music always draws
appreciative comments from fans of
Santana, The Allman Brothers and Dave
Matthews. The band has also earned the
admiration of acoustic music lovers by
blending unique acoustic textures from
banjo, dobro and didgeridoo into their
sonic repertoire. The dynamic interplay
between acoustic and electric instruments,
strong vocals and insightful lyrics, and the
infusion of North Indian and Afro-Cuban
rhythms form a sound never before heard
in the Jam Rock world!”

“Downstream,” contains 13 well crafted
songs, excellent musicianship with strong
vocals, intelligent lyrics. A fan-pleasing
follow-up to their debut “Hydrophonic,”
this disc, released in 2003 and distributed
by the Home Grown Music Network,
carries listeners through an experience of
innovative world sounds and musical
conversations. Lyrical melodies resonant
with emotion, masterful rhythm work and
accessible, engaging musicianship are
liberally spread throughout the CD. The
multi-faceted elements of New Monsoon
are expertly molded into an exhilarating
and moving musical adventure.

Captured at the legendary music festival,
New Monsoon wowed this festival's
audience, music lovers from all around
the world, with their unique blend of
Indian and Latin rhythms, bluegrass and
rock. During a relentless 2004 touring
schedule, New Monsoon performed at
major music festivals and venues across
the United States including Bonnaroo,
Oregon Country Fair, the Austin City
Limits Festival, Magnolia Festival, Red
Rocks Amphitheater and The Fillmore.
2004 also saw New Monsoon featured on
both Sirius and XM Satellite Radio.

Newmh‘soo!q 1
The Soung

8 aoung
G

The Sound, 2005

V, 2007

Live, 2009

New Monsoon masterpiece, “The Sound,”
produced by Santana's Michael Shreve
along with Paul Kimble, is a mix of rich
harmonies, inspired songwriting and tribal
beats. Classic rock influences abound in
Miller's exuberant guitar playing: Jeff Beck,
Carlos Santana and Jimmy Page. This along
with the banjo and acoustic guitar of Bo
Carper, the Hornshy-esque piano work of
FerlinoNew Monsoon shows increased
maturity with this new release, both in
their songwriting and confidence in the
vocals by lead guitarist Jeff Miller and
pianist Phil Ferlino.

In January 2007, New Monsoon sold out
the legendary Fillmore Auditorium in San
Francisco, and continued to play to huge
crowds all over the country. In the summer
0f 2007, the band released their fifth album,
titled New Monsoon V, which was co-
produced with John Cutler, best known
for his work with The Grateful Dead. On
V, they continue to demonstrate a fine ear
for balanced, precise playing, creating a
bright blend of sunny California rock,
down-home, dirty blues and jazzy, world-
music rhythms.

New Monsoon Live was recorded during
an epic 3 night run in Texas. Featuring the
powerhouse current line-up of drummer
Sean Hutchinson, bassist Marshall Harrell
and founding members Bo Carper, Jeff
Miller and Phil Ferlino, New Monsoon
Live captures the band reaching one of
their highest emotional, technical, and
musical peaks. “New Monsoon Live” is
defined by its powerful melodic sense and
commitment to the spirit of the songs. The
jam or solo always serves the song, not the
other way around. There is no aimless
noodling to be found here, no wasted notes.
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NEW MONSOON: POSTER ART
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Paul Liberatore: New sound blows in - Marin Independent Journal

Saul Liberatore: New sound
Jlows in

’aul Liberatore

Yosted: 05/24/2007 04:03:22 PM PDT

It's bands like New Monsoon that keep me from
becoming jaded.

Just as| was jonesing for something new and
different, | discovered New Monsoon through the
Greatest Marin Guitarist contest | conducted a few
weeks ago.

Jeff Miller of Forest
Knolls formed New
Monsoon with Bo
Carper, his
classmate at Penn
State, after they
moved to Marin in
the late 1990s.
(Provided by Anne
Cutler)

One of the nominees was 37-year-old Jeff Miller,
who livesin Forest Knolls and is New Monsoon's
electric guitarist and singer. The band's keyboard
player, Phil Ferlino, lives down the road from himin
the San Geronimo Valley.

I'd never heard a band quite like New Monsoon
before, a group that mixed bluegrass with strains of
Indian classical music, that featured a banjo that
sounded like a sitar, that had tabla and timbales
players in the rhythm section, creating a kind of
raga-style rock accented sometimes by adidgeridoo.

"It was pretty eclectic," Miller admits, refusing to
categorize New Monsoon's evolving sound. "There
are alot of different kinds of good music.”

After playing such high profile gigs as Bonnaroo,

the Austin City Limits Festival, the Fillmore, Red
Rocks Amphitheater and the Big Summer Classic with
String Cheese Incident, Michael Franti, Umphrey's
McGeg, the Yonder Mountain String Band and Keller
Williams, New Monsoon was named "emerging artist
of the year" in 2003 by Jambase.com.

The band plays the Harmony Festival in Santa Rosa
on June 8, and its fifth album, "New Monsoon V," is
due in mid-June. It was produced, mixed and
engineered by legendary Grateful Dead producer
John Cutler, who just so happens to be Miller's
Forest Knolls neighbor.

"That's another amazing thing about Marin County:
You can move next door to somebody like John

Cutler and he ends up working on your record,”
Miller says, laughing. "He's a genius and one of the
nicest guys I've ever met."

New Monsoon heads in a new direction with this
album. After its tabla player and percussionist left to
raise families, the band, now with five members, is
moving forward with a cleaner, cooler, more
stripped-down sound.

"We're more focused now," Miller

5/27/09 5:18 PM

says, speaking by balky cell phone as he and his
bandmates - acoustic guitarist and banjo player Bo
Carper, drummer Marty Ylitalo, bassist Ron Johnson
and keyboardist Ferlino - rumbled through the

upper Midwest in a van, heading for a gig at Summer
Camp, a huge music festiva in lllinois where New
Monsoon is one of the featured bands on Sunday
afternoon.

"Because we're a five-piece band now, we don't have
as much of aworld sound," he says. "Were
exploring our improvisation more and

concentrating on our songwriting and vocals."

Miller and Carper, who was Miller's classmate at

Penn State, formed New Monsoon after moving to
Marin in the late '90s, playing some of their first

gigs at Sweetwater in Mill Valley and Cafe Amsterdam
in Fairfax.

"I loveit herealot," says Miller, a native of
Pittsburgh. "I value being at home. It's such a
wonderful, beautiful place."

Carper gave the group its name when he was
working with troubled teenage boys at Full Circle,
the now-defunct residential treatment facility in
Bolinas, during the El Nino storms of 1997 and '98,
when, he told friends, every day seemed to bring "a
new monsoon."

| was won over after listening to the band's last two
albums, "Live at the Telluride Bluegrass Festival,"
and "The Sound," produced by original Santana
drummer Michael Shrieve at In the Pocket Studio in
Forestville and Hyde Street Studios in San Francisco.

On those CDs, the hooky melodies of the band's
original songs and the rich three-piece vocal
harmonies got my attention as much as the high-
caliber musicianship. | was happy to hear that those
qualities are even more in evidence as New
Monsoon enters this new phase in its career.

"We're doing a lot of harmony singing and finding
our voices, which is what we've always wanted to
do," Miller says. "We feel we're really grasping that
now. That's the aspect of the music I'm most excited
about."

If You Go
What: New Monsoon, with guitarist Mike Stern

What: 29th annual Harmony Festival at the Sonoma
County Fairgroundsin Santa Rosa

New Monsoon's memebers are (from
left) Ron Johnson (bass), Marty Ylitalo
(drums), Bo Carper (acoustic guitar,
vocals), Phil Ferlino (piano, vocals)
and Jeff Miller (lead guitar, vocals)
(Provided by New Monsoon)
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New Monsoon Unleashes V

In the 10 months since our inception we' ve received albums from many artists, but none of them have
caught my ear like New Monsoon’s latest release, V.

I’d really never heard New Monsoon’s music before listening to the album, but after one listen | grew most
intrigued. What particularly struck me was the variety amongst the tracks, as each song seemed to be cut
from a completely different fabric from the last. Some of the tuneson V are incredibly catchy, as| just
can't get Copper Mine out of my head. Legendary producer John Cutler of Grateful Dead fame produced,
mixed and engineered the new album.

New Monsoon came into existence in 1998 when Penn State classmates Jeff Miller and Bo Carper
reconnected in San Francisco. For the last few years the band has been extending its fan base further and
further thanks to their dynamic live shows and multiple festival appearances each year. Miller was kind
enough to answer a few questions for us about the V release:

Scott Bernstein: The first two tunes on the album have completely different sounds. Was that your plan?

Jeff Miller: It wasn't necessarily “the plan,” but it seemed to be a great way to start the record. We wanted
the first two songs to grab you and set you up for the rest of the record. We had compiled many different
versions of the song order and felt these two tunes were best first.

SB: Did the songs on V develop in the studio or on the road?

JM : The songs developed mostly on the road. Our intention was to make a record of the the songs we felt
were “road tested” but had yet to be given the proper studio treatment. It was a thrill to get inside these
songs in the studio and make them sound how we envisioned them. | think we accomplished that.

Read on after the jump for the rest of our interview with Jeff Miller...

SB: Do you play all of the songs on the album live? Have any taken on a life of their own in the live
setting?

JM: Yesand yes. We play all the songs live and each one has a life of its own. Similar to the order of the
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songs on the record, a song has a certain role in the set from night to night. Although we create different
sets every night, each song finds its appropriate spot in the flow of the set...the right song at the right time
hits the spot!

SB: How did you find working with John Cutler?

JM: Iswas an incredible experience. John brought a history of knowledge and experience into the studio
that we needed to make this record. Once he got into the tunes he found ways to make each song take on a
life of its own. He also made sure that we stayed as “analog” as possible, using 2-inch tape and automated
mixing. It's the hard way these days, but the sound is so much warmer. On a personal level | enjoyed
getting to spend a month in the studio with John...he' s a great guy.

SB: Two years ago you guys were part of the Big Summer Classic. Did being a part of that festival help the
band grow the fanbase? Would you do another festival tour again?

JM : Big Summer Classic was incredible. We would gladly do that tour again. We do play a lot of festivals
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these days, but to get to tour a string of dates with the al the best bands on the scene and hang out everyday
was such atreat. | think it grew our fanbase tremendoudly...alot of kids come up to me at shows and say
“Hey | saw you guys on Big Summer Classic, it was the first time I’d seen you!”

Photo of Jeff Miller and John Cutler by Anne R. Cutler

SB: Is Ron Johnson still considered the “new guy?” What has he brought to the band?

JM : Ron comes from the funk school having played with Karl Denson for many years. I'd say we have a
little more funk in our step these days. | don't really see him as the new guy in the band as much as an
experienced veteran who has played many of the stages we play. His experience has been beneficial.

SB: What do you think about the surge in music piracy? So many bands spend plenty of time and money
recording albums only to have them distributed for free via bit torrent. How do you go about convincing
people to buy the album?

JM : Wéll, there is nothing anyone can do about technology. It's an ongoing challenge for musiciansto find
waysto sell their music. The tide has definitely turned toward online sales as opposed to going to record
stores. | don’t think it’s about “convincing” people to buy the album but rather making good product that
people want to pay for. We are releasing the album on iTunes, for example, with a full online booklet with
photos from the studio, lyrics to all the songs, etc...

SB: What music do you listen to these days?

JM: | get most of my music listening in the van. We have Sirius radio and everyone likes different stuff. |
like hearing what other bands in our scene are doing...lately I’ ve been getting back into listening to straight-
ahead jazz.

SB: What does the future hold for New Monsoon?

JM: We are just fortunate to get to do what we do. We will continue to make the best music we can, put on
the best shows we can, and hopefully grow the great family of fans that support us.
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New Monsoon + End of Time Observatory
[22 February 2008]

By Greg M. Schwartz

The Jefferson Airplane’s Paul Kantner once knocked his band’s well-received appearance at the legendary Monterey Pop Festival in 1967, saying “any
night at the Fillmore is better.” A band only gets so many nights at the legendary San Francisco venue, and that’s why a band like hometown heroes
New Monsoon need to make each occasion memorable. With unprecedented collaborative jams, they did just that this Saturday.

End of Time Observatory (EOTO), a new electronic-music project from String Cheese Incident percussionists Michael Travis and Jason Hann, opened
the evening’s show with a strong set that hinted at the collaborations to come. (SCI and New Monsoon have been chums at least since the Big
Summer Classic tour of 2005, so EOTO’s presence on the bill was a sure sign of extra fireworks.) Notably, this was a special version of EOTO,
featuring SCI mandolin/fiddle player Michael Kang as a guest.

Interestingly, Travis hardly played any percussion at all, instead rotating between bass, guitar, keys, and samplers while Hann played the trap kit.
The combination of sampled loops, programmed beats, and live instrumentation provided a groovy and spacey sound, with the live instrumentation
enabling EOTO to avoid repetitiveness. For the group’s set-ending number, Kang stepped out on electric mandolin, leading a huge psychedelic jam
that recalled peak SCI moments of yesteryear.

New Monsoon hit the ground running with the instrumental “Seven Rivers” and never let up. Lead guitarist Jeff Miller, banjo/acoustic guitarist Bo
Carper, and keyboardist Phil Ferlino form the front line of the band, displaying a chemistry cemented by years on the road. All three share vocal
duties, offering rich harmonies throughout the night. And while drummer/tabla/djembe player Sean Hutchinson and bassist Marshall Harrell are more
recent additions, one would be hard-pressed to guess it.

Having undergone some line-up changes, New Monsoon’s sound is evolving, meaning that some moments hit the mark more than others. But
throughout the evening, one senses a band ascending with a the-sky-is-the-limit trajectory. While their sound has a foundation in classic rock, the
addition of Eastern, Latin, and world-music elements has given the band an increasingly unique flavor—it’s that mix, perhaps, that has attracted a
cult of followers known as “Storm Chasers.”

The band is soon joined by Railroad Earth’s Tim Carbone on fiddle; he helps kick up a few musical storms of his own. “Southern Dew” features a
sizzling jam with Carbone and Miller riffing off each other for some dynamic interplay before a tight breakdown groove that pushes the dance party
into full effect. Later, “The Other Side” switches gears, starting off slow and bluesy before picking up steam behind a smoking solo from Miller and a
psychedelic funk jam led by Ferlino’s organ.

“Song for Marie” recalls the Allman Brothers Band’s classic “Jessica”, as Miller and Carper duel around a series of sweet melodies. Carbone returns
for a bust-out of “I Am the Walrus”, during which Ferlino seemingly transforms into John Lennon, donning the iconic granny shades to deliver some
spot-on vocals.

The second set opens with just Carbone and EOTO’s Hann onstage improvising. One by one, they are joined in what becomes a 10-man jam—
featuring EOTO’s Kang and Travis, the rest of New Monsoon, and former Monsoon tabla player Rajiv Parikh— that exemplifies the best of the Fillmore
experience: multiple talents coming together for singular and unprecedented collaborations.

When members of Railroad Earth and Hot Buttered Rum joined String Cheese Incident for a jam in Berkeley last summer, SCI’'s Bill Nershi referred
to the combo as a “Hot Buttered Railroad Incident.” The ensemble onstage here has turned into a “New Railroad Incident Monsoon,” with Kang once
again taking the music to a higher level, nearly blowing the roof off with his incendiary electric-mandolin work.

Kang and Parikh exit after this show-stopping jam, but the others stick around to lay into Crosby, Stills, and Nash’s “Dark Star”, which benefits
nicely from the polyrhythmic percussion and multi-part harmonies. “Seeing Alaska” features another melodious jam, with Carbone exploding on
fiddle. Later, “Modus Operandi” sees some ace drumming from Hutchinson around a melody recalling Jimi Hendrix’ classic “Third Stone from the
Sun.”

At set’s end, Parikh returns for “Lotus Dreams”, an epic tune featuring an Eastern melody that leads into a global-beat jam, with Carper rocking the
banjo and Carbone slaying yet again. The tempo picks up as the groove turns into what could almost be described as heavy metal. Carbone’s fiddle
continues to emit smoke, while Carper and Miller jam gleefully. The heavy minor-key jam turns sweet at the end, bringing a catharsis that leads
listeners back safely from the storm.

Guitarist Mark Karan of Ratdog (fresh off his performance earlier in the week at the Deadheads for Obama show) joins the band for an encore of
another Beatles treat, “While My Guitar Gently Weeps”. The ever-fresh jam builds compellingly until Karan and Miller are exchanging hot licks that
conjure Eric Clapton and George Harrison at their best. It's then that Karan exits and Carbone returns for the final number, “Bridge of the Gods”, a
tight prog-rock instrumental that expertly blends Eastern banjo riffs with the guitar and fiddle to manifest one final peak jam.

Published at: http://www.popmatters.com/pm/review/new-monsoon-end-of-time-observatory/
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New Monsoon Thunders Into The Mercury Lounge
By: David Schultz

On their way to upstate New York to
play a set at Warren Haynes' Mountain
Jam, (one that would be delayed by an
old style monsoon . . . well, really a
torrential downpour), San Francisco's
New Monsoon made a triumphant return
to Manhattan's Mercury Lounge for a
late-night Friday gig. From one
perspective, New Monsoon appears to be
in a state of flux: for starters, their two-
man percussion section, once featured
prominently in the band's mix, seems to
be on indefinite hiatus. Rather than find
substitutes for their recent East coast
trip, New Monsoon shed the Indian raga and percussive hodge-podge and
focused instead on the rootsy, bluesy grooves created by the group's
founding member guitarists Jeff Miller and Bo Carper. A more permanent
change to the rhythm section involves the addition of bassist Ron Johnson,
formerly of Karl Denson's Tiny Universe. Johnson sat in with Monsoon during
their last visit to the City, with the announcement of his joining the band
coming a few weeks later. The absence of the percussion section worked
wonders as Miller, Carper, Johnson, keyboardist Phil Ferlino and drummer
Marty Ylitalo seemed to thrive with the extra musical space. If the
streamlined, five-piece becomes permanent, New Monsoon will only gain
speed with their sleeker, leaner configuration.

In comparison to their last metropolitan visit which featured a number of
sit-ins, Friday night's show was a more insular affair, accentuated by Carper
and Miller passing the guitar lead back and forth, exploring the contrasts
between the electric and acoustic. Carper truly provides New Monsoon with
a stylistic twist: he’s able to coax heavier and meatier riffs than you would
expect from an acoustic guitar and by abandoning traditional bluegrass
structure, he offers an intriguing serving of rock banjo. He's also an
extremely social creature: in between sets, Carper never got more than ten
feet from the stage, choosing to mingle and chat with the fans instead of
retiring backstage.

The title of their upcoming album, New Monsoon V, may give a hint as to
the band's future to those who like to read tea leaves. For those who prefer
coffee, it might simply be a reference to the fact that it's the bands fifth
album. Prognostication aside, the selections New Monsoon previewed on
Friday night proved to be pretty exciting, especially their rollicking run
through "Alaska." Their current sound benefits greatly from Johnson's
addition, his bass work providing a wonderfully funky, soulful dimension.
Over the course of the evening, Monsoon covered Jimi Hendrix' "Freedom"
and reinvigorated old favorites like "Patato's Mission." With Miller leading
the way, they touched on rambling Allman Brothers style grooves, hit slinky
sinuous Tom Petty vibes and even channeled the best parts of Bruce
Hornsby & The Range. The one departure took place during an instrumental
jam between Ylitalo on drums and Johnson playing an enormous African-



A Tea Leaf Monsoon batters the Carolinas
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Three days, two bands, two states, and three shows. A Tea Leaf Monsoon batters

the Carolinas
That was the scene when New Monsoon and Tea Leaf Green, two acts

from San Francisco, made their way across the country to the Page 2
Carolinas. Playing together on one night and separately on the
surrounding days, it was a great few days of music.

Tea Leaf Green kicked things off with a show at the Pour House in Charleston, South Carolina on Thursday,
March 15. They played two full sets, hitting all eras of Tea Leaf-dom.

The first set opened with a big segue, starting with "Looking West," moving into the anthem off of Taught to
be Proud, "Ride Together." The jam made its way to Woody Guthrie's "Hard Travelin™ and then back to “Ride
Together." Later, the instrumental "Franz Hanzerbeak" was the meat in a "Panspermic De-evolution"
sandwich.

Tea Leaf Green, 3/15, photo: John Smoak

"l Got No Friends in Arizona," started the second set, which went instrumental with "Georgie P." The band
went back to Midnight on the Reservoir, with "Papa's in the Backroom" which segued into "Death Cake," that
moving into "Dragonfly," before closing the set with two offerings from TTBP, "Pretty Jane" and the title track.
The show closed with “Criminal Intent > If It Wasn't for the Money."

The next night, Tea Leaf Green crossed the border to the other Carolina, meeting up with fellow San Fran act
New Monsoon in Charlotte at the Neighborhood Theater.

New Monsoon is currently touring as a five-piece, as percussionists Brian Carey and Rajiv Parikh both take time
off the road to be with their families and respective new babies. The result is a Monsoon of a different sort;
gone is the world music vibe that Carey and Parikh brought to the table. In its place, a more rock-and-roll
vibe.

The band immediately showed it, opened the show with the wailing
guitar and pounding drums of "On the Sun."” The tempo slowed down
a during "Song for Marie" but it ended with a great guitar solo from
Jeff Miller. "Water Vein" showed the band's bluegrass side, and the
band shined.

"Greenhouse" had catchy, fun lyrics, and "Romp" featured some great
playing on banjo by Bo Carper. "Copper Mine" is some good 'ol
southern rock, with hard driving guitar and great lyrics.

"Double Clutch" was filled with guitar riffs and chords that lead into
some heavy improvisation from all the band members, including a
great bass solo from Ron Johnson, and segued into "Another Night in
Purgatory." "Bridge of the Gods" ended New Monsoon's set.

Tea Leaf Green is known for its great lyrics, solid vocals, and excellent
guitar playing. They started the night off with the melodic "Garden Josh Clark, 3/16, photo: Brad Kuntz
(Part 1)," emphasizing Trevor Garrod's keyboard, and then Josh Clark



put his stamp on the "The Garden (Part I11)" when he let loose with a great guitar solo. The second part of the
Garden trilogy, the aptly-named "The Garden (Part I1)," started off with a jam that sounded like Shakedown
Street and quickly morphed into a psychedelic keyboard groove and the night's first stand-out guitar solo."7th
Story" segued into "Morning Sun " to bring the tempo and energy level up to leave the crowd buzzing before
the set break.

“Incandescent Devil " opened the second set and featured the harmonica playing ability and excellent singing
of Trevor Garrod, then moved into a phenomenal Jezebel, replete with great improvisation, wailing guitar, high
notes on the keys, and pounding drums.

“Incandescent Devil " opened the second set and featured the harmonica playing ability and excellent singing
of Trevor Garrod, then moved into a phenomenal Jezebel, replete with great improvisation, wailing guitar, high
notes on the keys, and pounding drums.

One of the highlights followed, as the band left Trevor alone on stage for a solo rendition of "I've Got a Truck"
and the Grateful Dead'’s "Brokedown Palace."

The night's next great jam came shortly thereafter, as New Monsoon’s Jeff Miller and Phil Ferlino joined Tea
Leaf Green for a great rendition of “Criminal Intent," filled with lots of hard hitting, heavy rock guitar solos and
improvisational riffs from the keyboards.

TLG and New Monsoon, 3/16, photo: Brad Kuntz

Things slowed down with the beautiful lyrics of the gently-sung "These Two Chairs," while "Bouncin’ Betty"
featured some great rock vocals and with that, Tea Leaf Green closed out the set. The band encored with the
exceptional rock instrumental "Franz Hanzerbeak."

New Monsoon and Tea Leaf Green parted ways in Charlotte, with the former heading across the border to
Charleston and the Pour House.

St. Patrick's Day had the freaks out en masse, and the Pour House was packed with revelers. New Monsoon
had the stage to themselves, and over the course of the night, celebrated the holiday with their brand of rock.

The show opened with the high-paced "Patato's Mission" before delving into their latest release, The Sound
with "Dark Perimeter."

“Southern Dew" was downright nasty and exactly like its name - it easily could have come from the songbook
of the Allman Brothers, the quintessential "Southern" band. Jeff Miller's electric guitar and Carper's acoustic
took turns soloing before meeting back to intertwine as the song came to an end. The set closed with the
frenetic "Traveling Gypsies," and the band left the stage for a quick breather.

"Bottle of Red Wine," made famous by Eric Clapton, opened the second set. "Greenhouse" was phenomenal,
and there was a great bluegrass jam that led into "Velvet Pouch."”

Miller's guitar and Carper's banjo kicked off “Rattlesnake Ride" and the band broke into a full-on jam with a
mouse-eared Marty Ylitalo's kick drum keeping a steady beat as Ferlino's keyboards kicked in to pepper the
song with faint hints of the Middle East. While the song was great, it definitely was one of the areas where
what Carey and Parikh bring to the table were missed.

After "Rock Springs Road" and “"En Fuego," the band adjourned before returning for an encore of "Stagger Lee
and "Blast." With that, the New Monsoon St. Patty's Day celebration came to an end.

All'in all, the Carolinas were given a taste of some of the best San Francisco has to offer over three great
nights, in two states, by two bands.



